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Dear Members of HAAAA:

It’s been an exciting few months for HAAAA.  We had our first reunion event and two of our members 
won elections thanks to all your help: Morgan Chu (Board of Overseers) and Paul Choi (HAA Elected 
Director).  We’ve been watching our group grow and adding to our member list.  Which means... 
it’s time for another newsletter.

Best,
Eric Yeh
President, HAAAA

Alumni 
Updates

Paul H Chen, MD (HMS 1996)
Current Location: Carlsbad, CA
www.nclasik.com
   I attended Harvard Medical 
School Class of 1996, and I am 
an eye surgeon and physician in 

SEPTEMBER 2009
First HAAAA 
Reunion Event

ETHNIC STUDIES INITIATIVE 
ANNOUNCED

   “Where are all the Asian-
Americans?” That’s what Margaret 
Chin ’84, and her husband, Perry 
Pong ’83, asked themselves and 
Perry’s classmates at his 25th 
reunion last year. Noticing a dearth 
of Asian attendees and a lack 
of visibility in reunion programs, 
Margaret vowed to get involved 
in her own 25th this year, which 
led her to join the 25th Reunion 
Committee and to team up with 
Paul Hsieh ‘84, who was her 
Asian American Association co-
president when they were seniors. 
They conceived of a reunion 
reception for Asian-American  
alums, sponsored by HAAAA, and 
on June 5th  about 60 alums and 
students from years 1980-2010, 
family members, faculty and 
administrators packed into Grays 
Common Room for drinks and 
dumplings from the Hong Kong 
(but no scorpion bowls).

Asians Now 18-19%; Alum 
Involvement Encouraged

   In welcoming the guests, Paul 
expressed his wish that everyone 
would “keep connected” through 
what he hopes will be an annual 
series of reunion events and other 
such opportunities.  Margaret 
brought news from the Admissions 
Office that Asian-Americans now 
constitute 18-19% of undergrads. 
The administration is eager for 
Asian-American alums to stay in 
touch and to join their local Schools 
and Scholarships Committees 
to interview applicants. Margaret 
(margaretmchin@gmail.com) said 
that now that our numbers are 
so large, Harvard has to “pay 
attention” to the needs of Asian 
students and alums.

Campus Activism

   Angela Chong ‘10, a rising senior 
and AAA president, outlined the 
groups’s new achievements. 
Founded in 1976, AAA, she said, 
now hosts a pan-Asian BBQ during 
Prefrosh Weekend. “This is one of 

the few opporunities that all 10 or 
so Asian organizations on campus 
come together for an event,” 
she noted. The Asian American 
Brotherhood hosts an annual event 
called “Reflections,” which honors 
Asian American seniors who have 
made an impact on campus. Most 
importantly, in conjunction with 
the Undergraduate Council, other 
campus ethnic groups, alums and 
faculty, AAA helped revive Ethnic 
Studies at Harvard.

Ethnic Studies Initiative

   Walter Johnson, Professor of 
History and of African and African 
American Studies,  joked that he, 
a white man, is “the face of Ethnic 
Studies at Harvard—so now 
you get an idea of the problem.”  
He acknowledged that student 
activism and pressure have been 
key to reenergizing the Ethnic 
Studies effort. A Committee on 
Ethnic Studies of 15-16 faculty 
has been restarted, chaired by 
Werner Sollors, Professor of 
English Lit and of African and 
African American Studies.  The 
Committee has a part-time staff 
assistant and meeting space 
at 2 Arrow Street for interested 
students and faculty. The Ethnic 
Studies Undergraduate Prize has 
also been reinstated. One goal 
is for Ethnic Studies to become 
a Secondary Field (a “minor”). 
Critical to the Committee’s efforts 
is funding by alums that will bring 
two visiting faculty members in 
Ethnic Studies to Harvard next 
year, and an eventual full-time 
professor.

   Denise Khor, who comes from 
Yale, will teach four courses: 
Immigration and American 
Life; Asian-American History; 
Afro-Asian Encounters; and 
Comparative Race and Ethnicity 
in the U.S. Hua Hsu, from Vassar, 
will beach Asian-American 
Literature, Literature After Race; 
The Transpacific Imagination; and 
a fourth course to be determined.

Alum Support Needed

   Jeannie Park ’83, underscored 
the importance of alumni support 
in these developments and in 
reaching the goal of a vibrant 
and permanentAsian-American 
studies teaching and research 
program at Harvard.
Jennifer 8. Lee ’99 (jenny8lee@
gmail.com) has been particularly 
active in reaching out to students 
and faculty to find out how alums 
can help. Jeannie noted that 
alums at Princeton are closely 
watching Harvard as a model 
for their own efforts in this area. 
Alums interested in contributing to 
the Visiting Faculty Fund in Ethnic 
Studies should contact Jeannie at 
parkjeannie@gmail.com.

Carlsbad, CA near San Diego. 
   I have been working on a corneal 
wound healing device for laser 
vision correction using cultured 
corneal epithelial cells seeded 
onto a collagen coated contact 
lens.  On the research front, I 
would be interested in talking to 
any Harvard Asian Alumni with 
expertise in creating Master Cell 
Banks, FDA Investigational Device 
Exemption regulation, Good 
Manufacturing Practice design of 
biologic therapeutic agents, and 
Venture Capital groups.

Carey Hsu (AB 2001)
Current Location: NYC
I worked at Oliver Wyman in New 
York City following graduation.  
In 2003, I moved to Pasadena 
to attend graduate school in 
chemistry at the California Institute 
of Technology (Caltech).  Recently, 
I defended my Ph.D. thesis and 
returned to New York City.

Janet Chou (A.B.‘98, HMS ‘03)
Current Location: Boston
I’m finally reaching the home 
stretch - I’m in my last year of my 
pediatric allergy and immunology 
fellowship at Children’s Hospital 
Boston, working on T cell 
development.  My fondness for 
Boston still hasn’t faded, despite 
the snowy and rainy stretches 
and I’m hoping to stay here for 
additional years.   It’s great how 
HAAAA has grown in just one 
year!


